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The U.5.5. Piedmont went into commission on January 5, 1944, but for months prior
to the commissioning date, crew members had been arriving
at the Navy barracks
in
Ebor City and were busily engaged in preparing
the ship for duty. Tons of supplies
were loaded and hundreds of thousands of items from nuts and bolts to medical supplies had to be catalogued
and stor~d.
The work went on seven days a week and I
believe members of the Medical Division
spent Thanksgiving
morning loading five
inch shells.
When crewmembers boarded the ship, there was a parade of sorts through the shipyard to the ship - with the crew in dress blues.
Workers who had built the ship
lined the way applauding
each division
as it passed.
Each crewmember carried
his
own sea bag wrapped up in one of those damnable hamnlocks and more than one of us
staggered
under the load. Later, when the Piedmont left port, crowds lined the
harbor entrance
to bid us farewell.
The people of Tampa were very proud of their
handiwork.
From Tampa we made our way to Norfolk and Chesapeak Bay for a "shakedown" cruise.
At that time, if I am not mistaken, the ship was painted with the white, black'
and gray stripes
that were symbollic of duty in the North Atlantic
so that is
were we all were sure we were going. The shakedown was uneventful
and we were soon
surprised
to find ourselves
sailing
southward through IIto.rpedo junction"
and on
to Panama. After a scenic journey through the canal with a stop-ver
at Colon,
we traveled on to San Diego - a most bcautjfulcity and according to scutt.lebutt,
one of the best liberty
ports in the country.
Final outfitting
took place in the
San Diego shipyard and we were on our way to Hawaij.
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We spent the
hands with a
leave time at
Lots of play

spring of '44 in Hawaii, tied up off Ford Island.
Liberty for all
five o-clock curfew.
Lots of "dime a dance" girls/most
got some
the Royal Hawaiian Hotel where big time stars entertained
everyday.
and not very much work.
Piedmont was placed in dry dock and given
a new coat of paint - blue/gray
allover.
lIar bottom was scraped and degoused,
whatever that means.

From Hawaii we traveled
to the Marshall
Islands and anchored
number of weeks we remained there,
providing
support for the
tending to the medical needs of the native population.
Once
were permitted
ashore for a cold-cuts
picnic and our two-can
beer. Life aboard ship proved quite tolerable.
There was a
real

ice cream, laundry,

barber shop and well-equipped

off Eniwetok. For a
destroyer
fleet and
or twice a week we
ration of Iron City
soda fountain
with

sick bay.

There was a

large machine shop with crew capable of handling almost any repair work. The crew
included a complement of divers for underwater
repairs
and. skilled
technicians
in
nearly all other fields,
including
the manufacture
of false teeth and partial
plates.
There was always fresh water for showers and plenty of cigarettes
at five
cents a pack.
There were movies each nite,
frequent
band concerts
on the fantail
and once in awhile a visiting
entertainment
troupe.
(Captain Eddie Peabody and
Jackie Cooper were among those visiting
the ship)
We did a lot of card playing,
(no gambling of course) and spent a lot of time reading and writing.
Mail deliveries were frequent
except when we were underway.
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Cont'd.
Meals were, as I recall, quite good.
At any rate, they kept the crew healthy.
Other than one incident of food poisoning (involving all not on liberty at meal
time) while still tied up to the dock at Tampa, I cannot recall any other incidents of food related problems.
Each holiday, no matter where we were, there was
turkey, dressing and all the trimmings.
Sick call was held two or three times a
day and routine preventive innoculations were periodically given crew. During the
course of more than two years aboard the ship I recall only three deaths (out of
a crew of 1400 or so this seems remarkable). An electrician backed into an open
panel and was electrocuted, a seaman fell down a ladder leading to the paint locker and was killed and another lost his arm at the shoulder from a piece of shrap~
nel from the explosion of the Mt. Hood and died several hours later. Of course
there were other deaths on board but all from non-crewmembers.
We served as hos-pital for the destroyers assigned
and even a mortician in our crew)
From the Marshalls
routine.

we sailed

Same beach parties.

to the Piedmont.

to the Admiralties
Spent

Christmas

(Had 40 or 50 hospital

and anchored

in Manus

beds

Bay. Same

of '44 there.

With the war winding down, we traveled to the Philippines and anchored in Leyte
Gulf.
While underway, we were blacked out after dark and were roused an hour
before sunrise by the raucus clanging of general ~larters.
Everyone had to report to his battle station with most being forced to use outside routes in pitch
darkness.
Imagine many hundreds of men moving quickly to and from all parts of
the ship in complete blackness.
Quite a feat, but one we expeditiously learned.
The Piedmont had three or fou~ five inch batteries and a lot of smaller weaponry
including 40 and 20 MM and 50 cal. machine guns.
When the five inchers were fired,
the ship shook and quivered to its keep.
Dust and asbestos particles falling
off the overhead pipes filled the air with a haze.
It goes without saying, that
the guns were not fired too often.
Fortunately, the Piedmont never directly.engaged the enemy.
It used to be said, half jokingly, half sincerely, that the
Piedmont was too valuable a ship to risk in combat.
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From the Philippines, we sailed on to Tokyo as part of a massive convoy.. We
celebrated V.E. Day by blowing the ship's whistle a couple of times.
We arrived
in Tokyo Bay several days prior to the actual signing of the surrender documents.
Anchored only a short distance from the U.S.S. Missouri then moved to dock-side
in the Yokosuku Naval shipyards.
Here the ship was to remain for many months
with many of her crew members farmed out for local shore duty.
Within a few days
of landing, liberty was granted and we roamed unarmed throughout the Japanese
cities, including Yokohama and Tokyo.
I can recall no incidents of violence.
Work hours were long as the harbor was filled with the wreckage of sunken vessels
which had to be moved out of the channel and a multitude of bodies to be scooped
up and buried. One by one we were rotated home in accordance with the "point"
system.
The Piedmont remained in Japan with a new crew and has remained in commission
eversince.
By now she must be entitled to be referred to as one of the "Grand
Old Ladies" of the fleet.
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